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SEPTA’s Proposed Tree and Ground Cover Planting for Sedgwick Station 

(Kelly O’Day, 5/8/11) 

 

Demolition Work Items 

Station Area 
Item 

No. 
Description 

Station Parking Lot 3.1 Remove shrubs around parking area 

Sprague Street Parking 3.2 Remove established tree near Outbound Stairs 

Inbound Stairway & Devon 

Street parking 
3.3 

Excavate Deposited soils and distribute to eroded upslope 

areas 

 

 

Improvement Work Items 

Station Area 
Item 

No. 
Description 

Devon Field 
3.4 

Turf renovation – Fill voids with topsoil and seed bare 

spots 

Station Parking Lot perimeter  
4.1 

Install 220 Rhus Aromatica ‘Gro-Low’; ground cover aka 

Fragrant sumac 

Work Item 4.2: Plant 23 Trees 

Area 
No 

Trees 
Common Name Latin Name 

1 – Sprague Field 2 White Oak Quercus alba 

2 – Sprague Parking 6 Honey locust Gleditsia triacanthos 

3 – Outbound Stairs 3 (Several names) Canadian 

serviceberry, Juneberry,  or 

Sugarplum, 

Amelanchier canadensis 

4 – Inbound Stairs 3 (Several names) Canadian 

serviceberry, Juneberry,  or 

Sugarplum, 

Amelanchier canadensis 

5 – Parking Lot    

6 – Devon Parking 6 White Oak Quercus alba 

7 – Devon Field 3 (Several names) Spring 

Cherry, Higan cherry, or 

Rosebud cherry 

Prunus subhirtella 

Contractor will be responsible for watering plants for 1 year. 
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Tree Descriptions and photos from Wikipedia 

Quercus alba (white oak) 

 “Quercus alba, the white oak, is one of the pre-eminent 

hardwoods of eastern North America. It is a long-lived oak in the 

family Fagaceae, native to eastern North America, from southern 

Quebec west to eastern Minnesota, and south to northern Florida 

and eastern Texas. Specimens are known to have lived over 600 

years. The oldest tree in North Carolina is a white oak found at 

Tanglewood Park. 

Although called the white oak, it is very unusual to find an individual specimen with white bark; 

the usual color is a light gray. In the forest it reaches a magnificent height. In the open it 

develops into a massive broad-topped tree with great limbs striking out at wide angles.” 

 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Quercus_alba.jpg
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Gleditsia triacanthos (Honey locust) 

The Honey locust, Gleditsia triacanthos, is a deciduous tree native to eastern North America.  

Honey locusts, can reach a height of 20–30 m (66–100 

ft), with fast growth, and are relatively short-lived; their 

life spans are typically about 120 years, though some 

live up to 150 years. They are prone to losing large 

branches in windstorms. They turn yellow in the fall 

(autumn). Leafs out relatively late in spring, but 

generally slightly earlier than the black locust (Robinia 

pseudoacacia). The strongly scented cream-colored 

flowers appear in late spring, in clusters emerging from 

the base of the leaf axils. 

The fruit of the Honey locust is a flat legume (pod) that matures in early autumn. The 

pods are generally between 15–20 cm. The pulp on the insides of the pods is edible, 

unlike the Black locust, which is toxic. The seeds are dispersed by grazing herbivores 

such as cattle and horses, which eat the pod pulp and excrete the seeds in droppings; the 

animal's digestive system assists in breaking down the hard seed coat, making 

germination easier. 

Honey locusts commonly have thorns 3–10 cm long growing out of the branches, some 

reaching lengths over 20 cm; these may be single, or branched into several points, and 

commonly form dense clusters. The thorns are fairly soft and green when young, harden 

and turn red as they age, then fade to ash grey and turn brittle when mature.  

Despite its name, the honey locust is not a significant honey plant. The name derives from 

the sweet taste of the legume pulp. 

 

Amelanchier canadensis (Canadian serviceberry) 

Amelanchier canadensis (Canadian serviceberry, 

chuckleberry, currant-tree,
[1]

 Juneberry, Shadblow 

Serviceberry, Shadblow, Shadbush, Shadbush 

Serviceberry, Sugarplum, Thicket Serviceberry) is a 

species of Amelanchier native to eastern North 

America in Canada from Newfoundland west to 

southern Ontario, and in the United States from 

Maine south to Alabama. It is largely restricted to wet 

sites, particularly on the Atlantic Coastal Plain, 

growing at altitudes from sea level up to 200 m.  

It is a deciduous shrub or small tree growing to 0.5–8 m tall with one to many stems and 

a narrow, fastigiate crown. The leaves are alternate, simple, ovate to ovate-oblong, 1–5.5 

cm long and 1.8–2.8 cm broad with a rounded to sub-acute apex; they are downy below, 

and have a serrated margin and an 8–15 mm petiole. The flowers are produced in early 
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spring in loose racemes 4–6 cm long at the ends of the branches; each raceme has four to 

ten flowers. The flower has five white petals 7.6–11 mm long and 2–4 mm broad, and 20 

stamens. The fruit is a pome, 7–10 mm diameter, dark purple when ripe; it is edible and 

sweet.
[3][4]

 

 

Prunus subhirtella, (spring cherry) 

Prunus subhirtella, sometimes also called Spring Cherry, Higan cherry, or 

Rosebud cherry is a small tree originating in Japan, but unknown in the wild. It 

is probably of hybrid origin between Prunus incisa and Prunus spachiana 

P. subhirtella bears white to pink flowers which may emerge intermittently from 

autumn through to spring, and small black fruit.
[2]

 

Several garden forms are known. The variety 'Jugatsu-zakura' (incorrectly 

known as Prunus × subhirtella 'Autumnalis')
[3]

 is widely grown for its propensity 

to flower during mild winter weather.
[2]

 

 

 

Ground Cover 

Botanical Name: Rhus aromatica „Gro-low‟ , common name: Fragrant 

sumac. This vigorous shrub hugs the ground (to 2 feet tall) and spreads out 

to 8 feet, making it an excellent choice for stablizing a bank or smothering 

weeds. It has small yellow flowers, hairy red fruits, and glossy leaves that 

change to gorgeous orange-red in autumn.  

Noteworthy characteristics: Beautiful fall color; fast, compact growth. 

Care: Grow in average, moist but well-drained soil in full sun (for best fall 

color). 
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